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4” Friends in England, Wales, and-Elſewhere. © &* 2 

| From Our Yearly Meeting, held in. London, the Fifth, Sizth, Seventh* 7 
and Eighth Days of the Fourth Month, 1593. hy 
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| FE tenderly ſalute you in the Lord with Love unfeigned, heartily deſiring-... 
| \/  Siows Proſperity, and earneſtly praying for the Peace of Fernſalem and yy a ++ 
"> 2 the whole 1jrae! of God and Church of Chrift, Thar all the Aſſemblies of + "3 
Friends may be truly comforted, and abundantly refreſhed inthe living ſence of his Pre- mY 
ſence and unſpeakable Goodneſs of our God, as we have been beyond Expreſſion in this 4 
our ſolemn and-ſeaſonable Aſſembly at this time, for which we are greatly obliged to = 
bleſs and praiſe the God and Fountain of all eur Mercies, and always to continue humbly — 
thankful to him for the ſame. - © | | = Sn. 8 
The Principal Matters of moſt General concern agreed npoen by this Meeting to be 
communicated, we do faithfully recommend to your Chriſtian Care and Notice as here- 
toiore, - | | | EY. 
Our laſt Yearly Epiſtle being very comprehenſive. and weighty, and more large than: Reference WM 
- uſual, Itis earneſtly deſired, that the Contents: thereof be ſeriouſly Reminded in all yonr 99r laſt Ye 


Dear and truly beloved Friends and Brethren : 


bs | 
. « © 
by %3 


#7 
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Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in order to the faithful performance, according to 'onr at ang 
Chriſtian Religion and Profeſſion in the purity thereof, and as God's faithful Witnefs In * 
41l Hearts dothenjoyn, and is ready to aſliſt all the Faithful and diligent it the Condu& of bf Z 


their Converſations. ; | = ; © 
., And thercfore that all due and Godly care be taken and exercifed among all Friends in , g,omak 
the Chriſtian and ſober Education of their Children and Youth, which are under their the formy 
Care and Truſt,that they be good Examples and-Patterns both in Conyerfation, Words,and Years Epi 
Habits,becoming our holy Profeſſion and humble Religion of our bleſſed Lord and Savionr £2. * $ 
Jeſus Chriſt, againſt the Pride of Life, againſt the Breach of Promiſe, © Injuring and de- prrcwas I 
frauding others in their Properties, Trade and Commerce, &e. againſt the grand Op BR 
preſſion and Antichriſtian yoke of Tythes, that our Chriſtian Teſtimony born and greatly +. +23 
ſuffered for, be faithfully maintained agaiuft themin all reſpefs3 and againſt Steeple:houſe 1 3 
Rates or Lays; as alſo againſt the Burden and Impoſition of Oarhes ; and againſt all Whif 2M 
perings and Backbitings which trend to Strife and Diviſion, and making Pirties ; and all 
diſorderly and undue proceedings in Marriages, That Trutt's Order, Method and Teſti- 
mony be faithfully kept unto concerning all theſe matters,- and the judgment thereof in E 
God's Wiſdom, ſet over all perverſeneſs, uffaithfnlneſs, and diſorderly watking, tending 4 
to the'diſhonour of God, reproach-and ſcandal of our holy Profeſſion, and of us his People.” "2 
It is deſired, that Friends at all their Monthly and Quarterly Meetings be reminded to 4 
call for the Records of the Sufferings of Friends, to ſee that they be duly gathered, truly The Reem 
entred and kept,and accordingly ſent up,as hath been often adviſed, both of what Tythes,&c. ;, t> mas 
are pretended to. be due, and for how long a time, and the time when taken, and by, and carefully 
for whom; and what Goods are taken, and the vale thereof, as well of thofe not ex- looks after; 
ceeding, as thoſe exceeding the ſums or quantitics demanded (ir being a fuffering in both - _ -- ® 
for Truths fake) they being in theſe particulars found defe&tive and imperfe& in divers K 
Counties, which is a7 Obſtruttion to the General Record of Friends. Suffetitigs. ' And there- I 
fore the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings are adviſedto take more eare for the future, that 
all Friends Sufferings for Truths fake may be brought up as full and compleat In all re- 
ſpeCts as poſlibly may be. . - | | KO Ted Co dS 
. A complaint being made about ſome Ship-Maſters, who profeſs the Truth, and' are 
eſteemed Qzakers, their carrying Guns in their Ships, ſuppofing thereby to defend and 
cJecure themſelves and their Ships, contrary to their former Principle and PraQtice, and 
to the endangering their own and others Lives thereby; alſo giving occaſion of more ſevere 2 
Hardſhips and. ſufferings to be inflifted on ſuch Friends as are preſt, into Ships of War, who oF 510.1 
for Conſcience ſake cannot ſight nor deſtroy mens Lives, tis thetefore recommended to' flers reaus 
zhe Mointhly.and Quarterly Meetings whereunto ſuch Ship-Maſters belong,” to deal with Quckers cart 
ghem in Gods Wiſtom,and tender Love, to ſtir them up, «nd awaken their Conſcieuces, that 32S, Suns; 
they may ſerioully conlider how they injure their own Sonls in ſo doing, and what occafion phat -Y 
They give to make the Truth and Friends to ſuffer by their declention, and aQing contrary. Conran | 
thereunto througi: Diſchedience and Is placeing their ſecurity in that which js thereof, > 
Dd | Jo} 
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1 OSENEMINLecure and Dangerous,” Which We 2 really ſorry for,. and ſincerely de- 
FL their Recovery and ſafety, from - DeſtruQion, that their Faith and Confidence may 
in-the Arm and power of God. _ . 
- Dear Friends, you very . well kw our Chriſtian Principle and Profeſſion in this 
matter, both with reſpe& to God and Czſar, That becauſe we are Subje&ts of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, which is not of this World, we cannot Fight, Fo. 18. 36. Yet, being Subjects 
. of Czſar's Kingdom, we pay our Taxes, Tribute, &c. according to the Example of 
..Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles relating. to Chriſt's Kingdom and Ceſar*s, wherein we are 
careful not to Offend, Marr. 17. 27. and 22,20. Rom. 13.6, 7. Being alſo very glad, 
and much ſatisfied in the many Teſtimonies given at. this. Meeting, of our Friends Inno- 
| cency, quiet and peaceable Behaviour, under the outward Government, as becomes our 
-. _, Chriſtian Principle and Profeſlion. | ; | | 
me. As Our dear Friends and Brethren, Themzas Wilſon and Fames Dickinſon, being by the good 
'$ al $ INTL iff ”_ . .. 3 . : . 
fo. - Providence of God, preſerved in their Travels, and ſafely returned, and preſent ar this 
A) Meeting, gave account of their eminent Preſervation and Deliverance both by Sea and 
' Land, and of their Travils and Service in Barbadves, Eaſt and Weſt Jarſey, Perſilvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, New-England, North-C arolina, Rhoad-Ifiand, Long-Iſland, Antego, Mevis ; 
__ and that they found Friends in good Unity in moſt Parts, and great openneſs to Truth, 
and that in many parts, their great need of being Vilſited,. and Friends there- much de- 
fire it. And that in New England the cry of the Blood of Friends formerly put to Death 
there, is much revived, by the late Judgment and Confuſion fallen upon the Profeſſors 
there, about Witch-craft, ſeveral being there put to Death, under pretence of being 
_ Witches, which they wickedly accofed Friends formerly with; infomuch, that ſome of 
the more Moderate People among them declared, that they believed, that the Hand of 
the Lord would not be taken from off that Place, until a day of . Humiliation be ap- 
Iinted, to acknowledge and condemn that aftion, in putting the Quakers to Death. 
” - _. Which we pray God give them Repentance for. | 
| four Epi- . Four Epittles from Ireland, one from the half Years Meeting in Dublin, another from 
: tre- Uliiter Province, another from unter Province; the fourth, from the Province-Meet- 
ing at Zem#&y; intimating the goodneſs of God in their Preſervation and his Preſence 
amongſt them, and how well things arc with reſpect to Unity, Peace and Concord among 
themſelves; and withal, return their grateful acknowledgments of Friends dear Love; 
'great Aﬀection and Charity here towards; them, for the Relief of poor Friends that 
» greatly ſuffered by the late Catamities, whith hath been to the great refreſhment of the 
&_-.  * Bowels of many. 7 TH, | Es OS, 
* by 8 © Several other Epiſtles from Foreign Parts; as Barbadocs, Maryland, Penſilvania;  Virgi=. 
Gon Parts," 714, Scotland, Holland, were \Read, fignifying for the moſt part, the Love and Unity 
ay amoneſt Friends, and great. Openneſs in divers parts, with deſires of Friends Prayers 
for them, particularly in, Penſi[vania. And that in Barbadoes there hath been a very 
» violent Diſtemper, which has cauſed a great Mortality. 5 ue 
he Earth. A Letter alſo from Jamaica, ſignifying the fad effects of the late terrible Earthquake 
ke in F«-, there, by the deſtruction of many with their Subſtance;z” two Thirds of the People ( as 
ite is ſuppoſed) at Port-Royal, and the molt of Friends then there loſt, except thoſe that 
were at a Monthly Meeting, twelve Miles diſtant from Port-Royal, who were by that 
| © rheans' Preſerved. PEE A i | DB | 
 _ - * An Epiſtle from Amſterdam in Holland, ſignifying their Meetings are quiet, and that 
w Furley's "they are tharikful to God for it, and deſires to be Viſited. | » 
CERvels And our dear Friend, Fohr Furley, of . Colcheſter, being newly returned out of Hellaxd,” 
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4 Py and preſent at this Meeting, gave a full account, thathe hathWlately viſited all the Meet- 
4 ings in Hollend and Low-countrys in- thoſe Parts, except one little Meeting, which he 
Mi could' not [get to, the place being much covered with Water. And thaf there is ſome 
-.., Openneſs in ſome places, and great flocking of Strangers to the Meeting at Amſterdam. 

ms antzick : , oy Bry: 2; - Wig . ; ; j 
x An account -was given of Dantzick Friends, that they have been quiet. one Year and. 
half,- and ſo continue, tho but few left; ſome having died under Perſecution——The 


bo Magiſtrates there now pretty kind—— And that. there are. a People raiſed up and en- 
Ea People creaſed in Germary, from among the Lntherans, called Pietes, and by ſome called Qua-- 
led Pictes. kers; many whereof Perſons of Learning and of the Gentry ; That they are, a People' of 
4 ſober Converſations ; Perſecuted by the Duke of S«xony and the Prieſts, . but. favoured 
and Tolerated by the Duke of Brandenburgh; ſeveral Friends Books at: their requeſt, have: 

been ſpread among them: The Prieſts at Hamburgh much diſturbed and inraged againſt” 

our Friends and them, do rail and abuſe them in -Print, endeavouring to inſenſe. the 

: Magiſtrates there by their Lyes and Calumnies, but the . Magiſtrates do not gratifie' 
them, but rather diſcountenance them 3 Bleſſed be the Lord, whoſe power 1s at” work-ift 

| the Heatts of many People: & 
he 
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Eafe of Friends. .. - _ ge IS D 0 XY : 
An account being given to this Mecting, that ſeveral poor Friends have removed them- 
f-Ives and their Families from divers parts of the Nation, to the City of Loxdon, who ſoon 
after their coming, being not capable to ſubſiſt, have dpplied themſelves to Friends 
there for Relief, and have been very chargable. © — _ Eo | 
its adviſed, that if any poor Friends for the time to come ſhould incline to remove 
themſelves and Families to this City, that hefore they unſettle themſelves, they apply 
themſelves to the Monthly or Quarterly Meetings to which they belong, for Advice 
ance Counſel; and that ſuch Meeting do rather advertiſe them to be contented in their 
Station, and places, where Proviſions, and Accomodations may be eafter and much cheaper 
obtained then at London. Or it permitted by Certificate from the Counties to Remove,. 
that then the monthly and quarterly Meetings from Wwhence they come, do take care to 
{upply their Neceſlities, that the Friends of London be not evercharged for the future, 
, Irs deſired that the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings reſpectively take notice of all 
Friends Books, that are or may be ſent to them, according ro former agreement, and 
take care for the diſperſing the ſame for the Service of Truth. | | 
| And alſo it is agreed that each Quarterly Meeting take care to adviſe the Correſpon- 
dants for the Counties, and any others concerned to Write Only to your Correſpon- 


dants.in London about their Sufterings, and not to other perſons, leſt their ſuffering Caſe 


be delayed. 


. Friends. appointed to view the Accounts Report, that they find they are truly ſtated 
and rightly kept. And Friends are again adviſed to bring up with them the total Sum. 


of each Counties ColleCtion for the Relief of Friends that ſuffered by the late Calamities 
in Ireland. 


We are truly comforted and greatly refreſhed in the Lord by the weighty Accounts 


given at this our ſolemn Aiſembly'from.the reſpe&ive Counties in England and Wales, by 
the Friends ſent up, as alſo by ſome Epiſtles from ſeveral Counties, importing the Unity, 
Love, Peace and Concord - among Friends, and Proſperity of the bletſed Truth and in- 
creaſe of the Government of Chriſt, and his Peace in the Church, in which we pray God 
to keep his People to the end _ 1, | : 
To avoid Contention and Strife in all Meetings, It is the Advice and Sence of this 
Meeting, pz R : Ye: 
1. That all Friends have a care of God's Glory, be tender thereof, as hath been often 
adviſed. | Con. <5 ue A. KN 
2. And to keep the Authority of your Meetings in the Power of God, and Unity of 
his bleſſed Spirit, whereby they were erreed,and ſettled, and continue your Godly care 
and ſervices therein for theſe good ends for which they were firſt inſtituted. | 
; 3- And to keepout all Contention, perſonal Refletions and Smitings out of your Meet- 
ings; and keep down and out of all Heats, and Paſſions, and doubtful Diſputarions. 


- 4+ Suffer noturbulent contentious quarrelſom Spirit or Perſon to be concerned among 


you, in ordering your affairs, that they may be all managed in the peaceable tender Spirit 
and Wiſdom of Chriſt Jeſus. | 


. 5.. Suffer no Diviſions, or Schiſms, or making parties among your ſelves one againſt 


another, for that will greatly tend to weaken your Meetings, and loſe their power, and 
to cauſe them and you to be ilighted: . | 


.. 6. Both our Mens and Womens Meetings, and our Monthly and | Quarterly Meetings,: 
and Yearly Meetings, and Meetings for Sufferings were ſet up in the Wiſdom, Counſel, and: 
tender Love of God, and in the ſame peaceable Wiſdom to be kept and incouraged for all 


thoſe good ends for which they were intended and appointed. 
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© x. All Differences happening in Perſonal or Tem ſons 
> _* (according to the Advice given in our laſt Yearly Epiſtle) and if any doubtful point in' 
parties may adviſe with ſome well knowing in the Law ; 
For if any luſt to be cont-" 10115, we have no ſuch Cuſtom in the Churches of Chriſt. © 
8. The Meeting for Sui: -rings is intruſted to take care of all Sufferings of Friends for 
Truthand Conſcience ſake, as at firſt intended. 2 
The ſix Friends of the City appointed and intruſted this Year with the Accounts, are 
2 William Crouch, John Staploe, William Macket, William Chandler, William Beech, and Na- 
.— thaniel Mars, 
'Th nope Þ - Our Souls alſo were very deeply affeQed with the refreſhing Preſence and Counſel of the 
LS =» Tom of Lord our God attending this our Yearly Meeting, and the Amicable and Peaceable Ma- 
"the Meeting. nagement of the Aﬀairs, and the Bleſſed End and Cloſure thereof, to the great Conſolation' 
th and SatisfaQion of Friends, and honour of his Bleſſed Truth, in which our Unity ſtands ;, 


bleſſed be the God of all our Mercies forever. 


' I's agreed that our Yearly Meeting be continued as hitherto, if the Lord will, being Adjou FOOT | 
rill the next Tear. And that Friends of each County ſend tw6 Faithful Friends to attend the 


Service thereof as formerly direfted. 


Signed in behalf of Gur ſaid Meeting, by OO 
Benjamin Bealing. 
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